
Bureau of Codes and Inspections 

How do I  
GET a permit? 

Phone:  (610) 250-6724 
Fax:      (610) 250-6607 
Email:   codes@easton-pa.gov  

WHEN DO I NEED A 
PERMIT FOR 
RESIDENTIAL 

CONSTRUCTION 
AND 

 HOW DO I GET ONE? 

Bureau of Codes and 
Inspections 

 
Third Floor 

One South Third Street 
Easton, PA  18042 

Permit applications can be obtained 
from the Bureau of Codes and  
Inspections, Alpha Building, Third 
Floor, One South Third Street,  or 
online at www.easton-pa.gov .  If 
you have questions or need guid-
ance call  
(610) 250-6724. 
 

Note:  Any person who commences 
any work without the necessary per-
mit shall be subject to a fee in addi-
tion to the required permit fee. 

1st offense—cost of permit plus fine 
of 100% of permit cost 

2nd offense—cost of permit, fine of 
100% of permit cost,  plus citation 

CITY OF EASTON 

Any work not  
mentioned in the  

previous exceptions 
DOES  

require a permit. 

A mechanical permit is not required 
for: 
 
 Portable heating, ventilation or 

cooling appliances 
 
 Water piping within any equip-

ment governed under the UCC 
 
 Replacement of minor parts that 

do not alter approved equipment 
 
 Self-contained refrigeration sys-

tems containing 10 pounds or less 
of refrigerant or that are put into 
action by motors of 1 horsepower 

 
 Installation of tubing, piping, pro-

pane gas appliances, equipment or 
fixtures related to liquified petro-
leum gas (LPG) 

 
 Portable evaporative cooler 
 
 Portable fuel cell appliance not  
     connected to a fixed piping system 
    or power grid 
 
 Replacement of motors, pumps 

and fans of the same capacity 
 
 Repair/replacement of piping that 

does not require rearrangement of 
the piping system 

 

 Repair/replacement of duct work 
 
 Repair of AC equipment/systems 
 
 Repair/replacement of control  
     devices for heating/air condition- 
     ing equipment 
 
 Replacement of clothes dryers, 

stoves/ovens if there is no change 
in fuel type, location or electrical  

     characteristics 
 
                  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
Other work that does not require a 
permit:  
 
 Portable heating, cooking or 

clothing appliances 
 
 Replacement of minor parts that 

do not alter approved equipment 
 
 Portable fuel cell appliances 
 
 Public utilities equipment 
 



A building permit is not required for: 
 
 Fences not more than 6’ high * 
 
 Retaining walls not over 4’ * 
 
 Service sidewalks and drive-

ways* 
 
 Finishing work to include coun-

tertops, cabinets, painting/
papering, tiling/carpeting/flooring 

 
 Pools less than 24” deep * 
 
 Accessory playground equipment 
 
 Awnings that do not project more 

than 54” from exterior wall 
 
 Replacement glass 
 
 Replacement doors/garage doors 

(without structural change) 
 
 Roof repairs that do not exceed 

25% of the total roof area (within 
a 12-month period) 

 
 Replacement of existing siding 
 

     In accordance with the Uniform 

Construction Code, anyone who in-

tends to construct, enlarge, alter, re-

pair, move, demolish, or change the 

use of a building, 

or to erect, in-

stall enlarge, al-

ter, repair, re-

move, convert or 

replace any elec-

trical, gas, mechanical or plumbing 

system, shall obtain the required per-

mits. 

     Any façade work may require a 

certificate of appropriateness from 

the Historic District Commission.  

(Contact the Code Office for more 

information.) 

When DO 
I need a permit? 

 Porch repairs not involving roof 
support 

 
 Installation of additional roll or 

batt insulation 
 
 Gutters/spouting 
 
 One story detached accessory 

structures not more than 120 sf  * 
       
 Manufactured housing shipped 

from the factory* 
 
     *Zoning permit required 

 
A plumbing permit is not required 
for: 
 
 Replacement of hose bibs with 

approved atmospheric vacuum 
breaker 

 
 Refinishing of existing fixtures 
 
    Replacement of ball cocks,  
     faucets, valves (other than 
     shower/bath), traps, water closet, 
     lavatory, kitchen sink, washing  
     machines and dishwashers 

 
When DON’T I need a permit? 

An electrical permit is not required 
for: 
 
 Replacement of lamps or the con-

nection of approved portable elec-
trical equipment 

 
 Replacement of receptacles/

switches or fixtures rated 20 amps 
or less and operating at less than 
150 volts (GFI replacement/
installation requires permit) 

 
 Replacement of doorbells, commu-

nication systems, and motor oper-
ated equipment 

 
 Installation, alteration or rearrange-

ment of communication wiring 
 
 Replacement of dishwashers or 

range hoods 
 
 Installation of battery-powered 

smoke detectors 
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