
Minutes of the Council of the City of Easton, Pa. 
November 10, 2010 

 
         Easton, Pa 
         Wednesday 
         November 10, 2010 
         6:00 p.m. 
 
City Council met in stated session at the above date and time in the 6th Floor Conference Room 
of City Hall, One S. Third Street, Easton, Pa. to consider any business that may lawfully be 
brought before the body.  
 
The invocation was given by Mayor Panto followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Roll Call 
 
Present: Brown, Fleck, Ruggles, Vulcano, Warner, Warren, Panto (7) 
Absent: None (0) 
 
Also in attendance were Rita M. Messa, Asst. City Clerk, William Murphy, City Solicitor, Beth 
Knickerbocker, Assistant City Solicitor and Glenn Steckman, City Administrator.  There were 
twelve (12) other persons present. 
 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

On motion of Mr. Fleck and Dr. Warner the agenda was approved by the following vote: 
 
Yeas:   Panto, Brown, Fleck, Ruggles, Vulcano, Warner, Warren (7) 
Nays:   None (0) 
 

ACTION ON MINUTES 
 
On motion of Dr. Warner and Mr. Brown the October 26, 2010 Budget Review Session 
Minutes and the October 27, 2010 Council Meeting Minutes were approved as submitted by the 
following vote: 
 
Yeas:  Brown,  Fleck, Ruggles, Vulcano, Warner, Warren, Panto, (7) 
Nays:  None (0) 
 

CITIZENS RIGHT TO BE HEARD (Agenda Items Only) 
 

A check in the amount of $23.00 was presented to Mayor Panto for the Peace Candle by Mary  
Elizabeth Soffera and Katie Dietrich of 55 Park Place, Easton, Pa.  The monies were raised by  
having a snow cone stand at a yard sale.  (A copy of the approved minutes of this meeting will  
be sent to Elizabeth and Katie) 
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REPORTS RECEIVED BY COUNCIL 
 
There were no reports received by Council. 
 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
 
Mr. Brown, Chairman of the Finance Committee spoke regarding the legislation that would be 
before Council later in the meeting.     
 
Mr. Brown also stated that the Finance Committee met the night before. Mr. Brown also stated 
that a Cell Tower Lease should be ready for council approval at its next meeting and it will 
bring approximately $25,000 in revenue to the City. 
 
Mr. Gary Pulcini of VALCO Capital, Ltd. gave Council a booklet detailing the proposals for 
the City’s bond.  Mr. Pulcini stated that eight (8) banks received the Request for Proposals and 
three (3) banks responded.  After reviewing all of the proposals it was decided that TD Bank 
gave the best proposal.  Mr. Pulcini stated that the amount of the Bond has changed from 
$4,950,000 to $4,996,000 and explained why there was a change. 
 
Mr. Heagele, Finance Director stated that he has already spoken to Mr. Murphy, City Solicitor 
and Mr. Michael Gaul of KingSpry about the increase and they both said that since the increase 
was less than one (1%) percent it would not affect the approval of this bond at tonight’s 
meeting. 
 
Mr. Heagele stated that the new figures for the bond were already put into the budget that was 
being introduced at this meeting. 
 
Mr. Gaul gave a brief explanation of the final Ordinance scheduled to be voted on tonight.  He 
stated that the closing date is scheduled for December 15, 2010. 
 
Mr. Fleck thanked Mr. Pulcini and Mr. Gaul for all of their assistance with this Bond. 
      
Mrs. Vulcano, Chairman of the Economic Development Committee had no report. 
 
Dr. Ruggles, Chairman of the Planning Committee had no report. 
 
Mr. Warren, Chairman of the Public Safety Committee had no legislation for tonight’s meeting 
however he wanted to commend Mr. Fleck for handling the Compensation Ordinance for 
Elected Officials. 
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Mr. Warren also stated that City Hall will be having a “dress down” day on Friday, November 
19, 2010 with the donations going to Cell Phones for Soldiers. 
 
Mr. Steckman stated that the City has been having dress down days at least once a month and 
some of the organizations that the employees have contributed to are the March of Dimes, 
Paxinosa, March and Cheston Schools, SPCA, Safe Harbor, Ronald McDonald House and the 
American Cancer Society. 
 
Dr. Warner, Chairman of the Public Works Committee had no legislation for tonight’s meeting, 
however, she stated that not every member of the COG agreed to the hiring of an Executive 
Director therefore the position cannot be filled.  Dr. Warner also stated that the future of the 
COG will be discussed further.    
 
There was a brief discussion on this matter. 
 
Mr. Fleck, Chairperson of the Administration Committee asked for an update on the renovation 
project for the 6th floor.   
 
Mayor Panto stated that the bids came in higher than expected and that some changes were 
made to reduce the costs.  Mayor Panto stated that the project will be re-bid.   
 
There was a brief discussion on this matter. 
 
Mr. Fleck stated that the Administration Committee will not be meeting until the second week 
in January.  Some of the topics that will be discussed are benefits for same sex partners, the 
Home Rule Charter and the updates for the Ordinance Book. 
 
Mr. Murphy, City Solicitor had no report. 
 
Mayor Panto gave a brief update on the following projects:  the Water Park Project, Waterfront 
Project, Bushkill and Snyder Street Project, Bushkill Trail Project and the S. Third Street 
Project. 
 
There was a brief discussion on these projects. 
 
Mr. Fleck asked about the 4th & Ferry Street Improvements.  Mayor Panto stated that the City 
has applied for a Grant for all of the intersections of the Ring Road.  Mayor Panto also stated 
that he would like to see a No Turn on Red at the 4th & Ferry Street intersection. 
 
Mayor Panto stated that settlement for the Perkins Property and the Marquis Property is 
scheduled for sometime in December.  Mayor Panto also spoke briefly on this project. 
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

Bill No. 37, Authorizing the Sale and Leaseback of the Central Fire Station to the Easton 
Municipal Authority was introduced by Mr. Brown. 
 
Bill No. 37 was amended on motion of Mr. Fleck and Mrs. Vulcano by changing the amount 
from $4,950,000 to $4,996,000, by adding TD Bank as the lender and any other changes as 
presented. 
 
The motion was adopted by the following vote: 
 
Yeas: Panto, Warren, Warner, Vulcano, Ruggles, Fleck, Brown (7) 
Nays: None (0) 
 
Amended Bill No. 37 (Ordinance No. 5277) An Ordinance approving the Sale and Leaseback 
of the Central Fire Station to the Easton Municipal Authority was approved on motion of Mr. 
Brown and Mr. Fleck by the following vote: 
 
Yeas:  Brown, Fleck, Ruggles, Vulcano, Warner, Warren, Panto (7) 
Nays:  None (0) 
 
         

CORRESPONDENCE 
 

There was no correspondence. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

Bill No 39, Providing Revenues and Appropriating specific sums to be required for the State 
Highway Aid Fund during the Fiscal Year 2011 was introduced by Mr. Brown and ordered 
processed for adoption. 
  
This bill will approve revenues and expenditures for 2011 from the State Highway Aid Fund. 
 
Bill No. 40, Providing Revenues and Appropriating specific sums to be required for the Short 
Term Capital Fund Budget during the Fiscal year 2011 was introduced by Mr. Brown and 
ordered processed for adoption. 
 
This bill will approve revenues and expenditures for the 2011 Short Term Capital Fund Budget. 
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Bill No. 41, Providing Revenues and Appropriating specific sums to be required for the Alpha 
Building Operating Fund Budget during the Fiscal year 2011 was introduced by Mr. Brown and 
ordered processed for adoption. 
 
This bill will approve revenues and expenditures for the 2011 Alpha Building Operating Fund. 
 
Bill No. 42, Providing Revenues and Appropriating specific sums to be required for the Health 
Benefits Fund Budget during the Fiscal year 2011 was introduced by Mr. Brown and ordered 
processed for adoption. 
 
This bill will approve revenues and expenditures for the 2011 Health Benefits Fund Budget. 
 
Bill No. 43, Providing Revenues and Appropriating specific sums to be required for the 
General Insurance Fund Budget during the Fiscal year 2011 was introduced by Mr. Brown and 
ordered processed for adoption. 
 
This bill will approve revenues and expenditures for the 2011 General Insurance Fund Budget. 
 
Bill No. 44, Providing Revenues and Appropriating specific sums to be required for the 
Unemployment Insurance Fund Budget during the Fiscal year 2011 was introduced by Mr. 
Brown and ordered processed for adoption. 
 
This bill will approve revenues and expenditures for the 2011 Unemployment Insurance Fund 
Budget. 
 
Bill No. 45, Providing Revenues and Appropriating specific sums to be required for the 
Workers Compensation Fund Budget during the Fiscal year 2011 was introduced by Mr. Brown 
and ordered processed for adoption. 
 
This bill will approve revenues and expenditures for the 2011 Workers Compensation Fund 
Budget. 
 
Bill No. 46, Providing Revenues and Appropriating specific sums to be required for the 
Wastewater Treatment Plant Budget during the Fiscal year 2011 was introduced by Mr. Brown 
and ordered processed for adoption. 
 
This bill will approve revenues and expenditures for the 2011 Wastewater Treatment Plant 
Budget. 
 
Bill No. 47, Providing Revenues and Appropriating specific sums to be required for the Debt 
Service Fund Budget during the Fiscal year 2011 was introduced by Mr. Brown and ordered 
processed for adoption. 
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This bill will approve revenues and expenditures for the 2011 Debt Service Fund Budget. 
 
Bill No. 48, Providing Revenues and Appropriating specific sums to be required for the 
Recreation Fund Budget during the Fiscal year 2011 was introduced by Mr. Brown and ordered 
processed for adoption. 
 
This bill will approve revenues and expenditures for the 2011 Recreation Fund Budget. 
 
Bill No. 49, Providing Revenues and Appropriating specific sums to be required for the 
General Fund Budget during the Fiscal year 2011 was introduced by Mr. Brown and ordered 
processed for adoption. 
 
This bill will approve revenues and expenditures for the 2011 General Fund Budget. 
 
There was a brief discussion on the Tax Rate for 2011 before Bill No. 50 was introduced. 
 
Bill No. 50, Setting the Tax Rate for 2011 was introduced by Mr. Brown and ordered processed 
for adoption. 
 
This bill will set the Tax Rate for 2011. 
 
A memorandum dated November 5, 2010 regarding the following proposed budget 
amendments was received from Chris Heagele, Finance Director 
 
Bill No. 51, Amending the 2010 State Highway Fund Budget was introduced by Mr. Brown 
and ordered processed for adoption. 
 
This bill will amend the 2010 State Highway Fund Budget. 
 
Bill No. 52, Amending the Miscellaneous Grant Fund was introduced by Mr. Brown and 
ordered processed for adoption. 
 
This bill will amend the Miscellaneous Grant Fund. 
 
Bill No. 53, Amending the 2010 General Insurance Fund Budget was introduced by Mr. Brown 
and ordered processed for adoption. 
 
This bill will amend the 2010 General Insurance Fund Budget. 
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The next item on the agenda was a proposed Resolution which would approve waiving the 
parking meter fees for a specific period of time. 

 
The following Resolution was introduced by Mayor Panto: 
 

197-2010 
 
The above Resolution was adopted on the motion of Mayor Panto and Mrs. Vulcano by the 
following vote: 
 
Yeas:   Fleck, Ruggles, Vulcano, Warner, Warren, Panto, Brown (7)  
Nays: None (0) 
 
The next item on the agenda was a proposed Resolution approving a Memorandum of 
Understanding for the Easton Transportation Center – between LANTA, the City of Easton and 
the Easton Parking Authority. 
 
The following Resolution was introduced by Mr. Brown: 
 
      198-2010 
 
Dr. Ruggles asked some questions regarding the agreement for the Perkins Property and the 
Marquis Property.  Mayor Panto explained that the deed to the properties would be in lieu of 
the eminent domain proceedings. 
 
The above Resolution was adopted on the motion of Mr. Brown and Mr. Fleck by the following 
vote: 
 
Yeas: Ruggles, Vulcano, Warner, Warren, Panto, Brown, Fleck (7) 
Nays: None (0) 
 
The next item on the agenda was a proposed Resolution approving an Assignment & 
Subordination of Leases and Rents for the Easton Suburban Water Authority PennVest Loan.  
 
The following Resolution was introduced by Mr. Brown: 
 
      199-2010 
 
The above Resolution was adopted on the motion of Mr. Brown and Mr. Fleck by the following 
vote: 
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Yeas:  Vulcano, Warner, Warren, Panto, Brown, Fleck, Ruggles (7) 
Nays:  None  (0) 
 

CITIZENS RIGHT TO BE HEARD  
 

Mr. Heagele stated that the 2011 budget may possibly be approved without any amendments 
due to having the budget review sessions prior to the budget being introduced. 
 
Mr. Heagele commended Rita Messa for her work in this process. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:01 p.m. on the motion of Dr. Ruggles 
and Mr. Warren by the following vote: 
 
Yeas:  Panto, Warren, Warner, Vulcano, Ruggles, Fleck, Brown (7) 
Nays:  None (0) 
 
Mayor Panto announced that Council would be going into an Executive Session regarding a 
personnel matter. 
 

 
 

       Rita M. Messa, Asst. City Clerk 
 


